
Professional Practise
Sophie Owens 



Final Aim
The plan for me it to become a tattoo artist, 
for this to happen I need an apprenticeship. 
Tattoo apprenticeships can be very difficult 
to find however once you’ve reached that 
stage it’s about building a client base and 

practising the craft. I would love to travel and 
complete guest spots all around the world so 
that would be the best possible outcome. I 

want to be able to learn from someone’s 
work that I admire and works in a style that 
I’m comfortably with but will also push me 

beyond my limits as a tattoo artist. 

Why a tattoo artist? 

I’ve loved the idea of being a tattoo artist 
since studying my GCSE’s although thought 

it would be too difficult for me to pursue. 
After thinking about it more I realised that if it 
was what I wanted to do then I would work 
for it. I believe that tattoo’s can help people 
whether it be deal with a experience or help 
feel better about their physical appearance 
and being able to help people with that it 

important for me in reference to my artwork.



So Far…
I’ve been in contact with a couple of tattoo 
artists who I know through friends, family 

and work colleagues for advice and what the 
best process is for me. I know that to 
become a tattoo artist I have to get an 

apprenticeship and so after graduating the 
aim will be to create a portfolio and try my 

best to achieve that. Hence the more people 
that I speak to within the community the 
better I will be able to develop a portfolio 
suited. My social media following will also 
play a big part in getting into contact with 

potential employers. I have started to build a 
collection of pieces that I will be able to use 
within my portfolio and have been practising 
with a professional tattoo machine to further 
my skills within the field and to gain as much 

practice and experience as I can for future 
employers. 


I also contacted a tattoo artist based in 
Porthcawl about advice as she has been 

able to set up her own business indecently 
which is something that I admire and would 

love to achieve in the future.  



Future Plans
After graduating I plan to build a strong 
portfolio full of artwork and tattoo ‘flash’ 
designs that I can take to tattoo studios 
when asking about apprenticeship. I will 

continue to build my social platform adding 
more tattoo suited work to my website and 

online portfolio to try and create more flow to 
my accounts. I will continue to speak to 

friends and family that are within the 
business to keep my work current and to a 

standard that is important to potential 
employers. After building a portfolio to the 

best of my ability I will begin going around to 
studios and leaving my work and website 
links. Once I have become able to tattoo 

without the need of an apprentice title and 
have a big enough client base I would love to 
start my own business. Open my own shop 
and either work on my own or even manage 
a team of artists as I enjoy a manager role. 



Summer 2019 Autumn 2019 Winter 2019 Spring 2020

Build Portfolio ready to apply for 
tattoo apprenticeships.

Find suitable tattoo studious to 
apply for and continue building 
portfolio.

Keep advancing within tattoo 
field improving my work and 
skills.

Keep advancing within tattoo 
field improving my work and 
skills.

Advance social media following

Instagram

Twitter for use as a blog/
sketches

Build a website for potential 
business ideas

Keep creating art work. Hopefully be apprenticing at 
tattoo studio. 

Keep advancing within tattoo 
field improving my work and 
skills.

Spend some time travelling and 
learning about my art style and 
where I would like to take it 
further

Maintaining social media 
platforms.

Maintaining social media 
platforms.

Maintaining social media 
platforms.

Work PartTime. Work PartTime. Start business/brand concepts 
for potential future business.

Continue business/brand 
concepts for potential future 
business.



Live Application
When I was working with the idea of using 

tarot cards I was going to contact a 
subscription box business that would be 

able to potentially include one of the prints of 
the cards in one of their boxes but since 

changing to the weavings I struggled 
thinking of an application including them. 
After visiting a zero waste shop in Cardiff; 

Ripple I thought that they could be displayed 
there and so contacted the owner through 
email about the potential to display them 

there and also explaining my intentions for 
the pieces to help other business consider 
the waste that they produce through their 

practice. 

I also emailed and have spoken with many 

tattoo artist though friends, family and while 
getting tattooed myself about advice on the 

best things to do for an apprenticeship. 
Which mostly includes being very persistent 
and having a solid and high quality portfolio 

that stands out form any others. 
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Web Presence 
My web presence is something that I will be 
working further on after graduation, getting 

all of my tattoo related artworks on my 
websites and gathering URL’s that can relate 

to me as a tattoo artist once I get an 
apprenticeship as I will want my career to be 

apparent in my website and social media 
handles and so it will gradually change over 
time. At the moment my website is simply 

but does what it needs to, allows for people 
to view my work and contact me if they need 
to for any commissions. My portfolio has a 

select few pieces of work that is linked to my 
website. 


My Instagram has all of my artworks on and 
am working on a twitter to use as a blog 

style output where I can document 
everything and post less finished and final 

pieces of work. 


https://sophieleighillustration.wordpress.com/

https://sophieleigh.pb.studio/

https://sophieleighillustration.wordpress.com/
https://sophieleigh.pb.studio/


The Show



The Show
Postcard Statement  

I like to work with a variety of materials and styles exploring new and 
innovative ways to explore my subject matter, my work mostly focuses 
around nature and the environment. My most recent works explore using 
thread and plastic woven together to create a landscape, identifying the 
human traces left behind through plastic waste. I aim for my art to 
encourage and inspire people, to look at their traces and what they will 
leave behind and the impact that they have.


Name: Sophie Leigh


Email address: sophieleighart@hotmail.com


Website: https://sophieleighillustration.wordpress.com/


Social media: (instagram) sophie_leigh_art 


Show Statement 

Sophie Leigh


Illustration 


07535 262267


sophieleighart@hotmail.com


https://sophieleighillustration.wordpress.com/


My work started with the idea of traces, I wanted to experiment with what 
is left behind. After developing the idea I focused on environmental traces 
looking how the natural traces are being disturbed by human traces. 
Developing a series of weavings that show how plastic is impacted on the 
earths natural landscapes. Working with the idea of the anthropocene 
where the human impact is the reason for environmental change. In these 
pieces I wanted to display the journey of how things have developed and 
keep getting worse and so throughout the pieces the plastic becomes 
more apparent. I hope this piece helps people to consider the natural 
environment and how it effected by waste and plastic that we create. 
When creating the pieces I aimed to be aware of the materials that I was 
using. The plastic within the pieces has been gathered by me from local 
businesses that create a lot of waste through their practice with 
packaging of products that they use. I aim for my art to encourage and 
inspire people, to look at their traces and what they will leave behind and 
the impact that they have on the environment.

I gained a lot from being part of the degree 
show, preparing the images and documents 
that needed to be completed. Organising my 
writing ensuring it sounded professional and 
developing my writing skills when expressing 

my work in a contextualised manner. 

I’ve really enjoyed the process, it’s also 

helped me social skills having to work with 
others when working in the space and 
learning more about how to show and 

display my work other than just on a plain 
wall. 

mailto:sophieleighart@hotmail.com
https://sophieleighillustration.wordpress.com/
mailto:sophieleighart@hotmail.com
https://sophieleighillustration.wordpress.com/


The Show


